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	San Francisco: Hep B Free 

The First City in the U.S. to Screen/Vaccinate all Asian Pacific Islanders for Hepatitis B


Hospital Participation
The San Francisco Board of Supervisors and the San Francisco Health Commission have passed resolutions to turn San Francisco into the first Hepatitis B free city in the United States. The overall goal is to provide universal hepatitis B screening and vaccination for Asian and Pacific Islander residents of San Francisco who comprise 34% of the city’s population and bear a disproportionate burden of liver disease and liver cancer as a result of undetected chronic hepatitis B infection.

The primary strategies involve establishing convenient, free or low-cost testing venues; vaccinating susceptible individuals; and following or treating as needed those who are infected. There is a need and an opportunity for citywide collaboration and participation of existing health care institutions. 

Venues for institutional participation:

· Public Awareness and Provider Education

· Promote awareness of the disease among institution members and local community

· Provide educational opportunities about chronic hepatitis B to clinicians at all levels

· Participate in citywide education efforts for healthcare providers

· Create Public Testing Clinics

· Provide free or affordable surface antigen and surface antibody testing 

· Use standardized data collection forms developed by the initiative coordinators  

· Provide accurate, clearly stated, language-appropriate test results to clients

· Actively participate in the coordination provided by the SF Hospital Council 

· Vaccinate

· Provide free or affordable hepatitis B vaccination to uninsured susceptible clients

· When necessary, refer out for affordable vaccination 

· Follow-Up / Treat

· Offer follow-up testing, monitoring or treatment as needed to surface antigen positives 

· Establish testing & vaccination protocols for household and intimate contacts of positives 
· Provide services to support DPH in treatment of uninsured patients
· When necessary, refer out for follow-up and monitoring as appropriate

· Communication 

· Provide culturally and linguistically appropriate communication of test results to clients

· Report surface antigen positive cases to SF Department of Public Health

· Establish protocols and tools to ensure clients fully understand their test results

Benefits of institutional participation:

· Gain recognition as an institution committed to eliminating transmission of hepatitis B in our community  

· Attract new clients to your institution

· Provide your share of data for citywide understanding of prevalence and incidence of chronic hepatitis B

Representatives from the San Francisco Department of Public Health, the Asian Liver Center at Stanford University, and the AsianWeek Foundation are serving as a steering group to create the backbone of the initiative. A comprehensive Coordinating Council will eventually emerge allowing all interested parties to participate in guiding this effort to successful completion.
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