	
[image: image1.wmf] 


	San Francisco Hep B Free

First city in the U.S. to test and vaccinate all Asian and Pacific Islanders for hepatitis B


FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
Transmittal

1. Can mosquitoes transmit HBV?

2. Why is it so prevalent among Asians? 

3. If father has hep B, will his sperm carry virus and infect the fetus? 

4. What is the chance an infected father will transmit virus to child?

5. What does “healthy carrier” mean?

6. How does the mother infect the baby?

Prevention

1. I only had one hep B shot 10 years ago; do I have to start all-over again?

2. What should I eat and do the most to avoid HBV infection?

3. Will my insurance cover HBV shots?

4. Can a pregnant woman receive HBV shots?

5. Will C-section avoid mother-to-child transmittal?

6. How old is too old for HBV vaccination?

7. If there is less chance of becoming chronically infected with HBV in adulthood, why should I still get vaccinated?

Diagnosis
1. If my HBsAg is negative and HBsAb is positive, why won’t the blood bank accept my blood and informs me not to donate blood anymore?

2. I was told I am a “healthy carrier” so do I have to worry about developing any liver complications?
3. I get a physical check up regularly; my doctors say everything is normal. Does that mean I am not infected with HBV?

4. Will my doctor, who is Asian, have better understanding of HBV and how to treat me?

5. What are “visible” symptoms for liver disease patients? 

Treatment
1. Will herbal supplement or Traditional Chinese Medicine help protect me from getting a worse infection, or getting infected in the first place? 
2. What treatment is available in the market now? Which one works the best?

3. Can an infected pregnant woman take HBV treatment to reduce the risk of direct transmission?

4. Is it better to stay in Asia for treatment or come to USA?

5. Can I buy FDA approve treatment and send back to my home country for my infected relatives? I trust USA treatment more.

6. I was newly diagnosed with HBV but I don’t know how long I have had it. My doctor has already told me to get on the liver-transplant waiting list because I would eventually need one. Is he serious and why?

General  
1. If I find out I have chronic HBV, will it affect my VISA/Citizenship application? 
2. If I find out I have chronic HBV, will it affect my future health insurance purchase?

3. Does HBV infection always progress first to cirrhosis and then to liver cancer? 

4. Where can I get free or low cost treatment?

5. What kind of job is not suitable for CHB patients?

6. For patients, is it better to go to bed no later than 9:00 PM since I heard 9:00PM-1:00AM is the recovering cycle time for the liver?

7. What should I eat to keep my liver healthy?

8. What is hepatitis D and E?

9. Will HBV cause fatty liver disease? What is the relationship between these two diseases?
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