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	San Francisco Hep B Free

First city in the U.S. to test and vaccinate all Asian and Pacific Islanders for hepatitis B


September 15, 2009
Dear __________,
San Francisco leads the nation in liver cancer deaths, but with your help, we are turning that tide by eliminating the primary cause of liver cancer, hepatitis B infection.

We invite you to join us in supporting the Hep B Free “B a Hero” gala dinner at the Empress of China on Thursday, October 15, 2009. This will be the largest fundraising event in the nation devoted to hepatitis B, drawing over 500 attendees representing nearly 100 community organizations. Proceeds will go towards public education and towards moving Hep B Free to other municipalities – Hep B Free campaigns are already active in Los Angeles, Orange County and  San Mateo County.
With a vaccine that prevents infection and effective treatments now available, we can halt the spread of Hep B and put a stop to nearly all liver cancers. The self-sustaining SF Hep B Free model is an unprecedented collaboration of local hospitals, clinics, health care professionals, managed care plans, businesses, media, community, and elected officials. Hep B Free is already being replicated in major California counties, and on the East Coast. 
Hepatitis B disease is also the greatest health disparity for Asian/Pacific Islanders, occurring 100 times more often and infecting one out of ten APIs. Liver cancer is the second leading cause of death for Chinese and Vietnamese men. Hep B Free has mobilized the Asian Pacific American community and is engaging this important and growing population in the health care system and in healthcare reform.
The Hep B Free campaign has developed a hepatitis B healthcare infrastructure and safety net in San Francisco and raised public awareness on this issue. We are now in our final phase of making hep b screening standard of care for Asians and Pacific Islanders in every doctors’ office. Please help us achieve this goal – stop liver cancer and make San Francisco Free of Hepatitis B disease!

Supporting Hep B Free keeps our community healthy, and helps keep down healthcare costs. We would greatly appreciate your sponsorship at any level for our annual fundraising event. A fact sheet on HBV and SF Hep B Free is attached, as well as available levels of support.
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Thank you.
Ted Fang,
SF Hep B Free Steering Committee member
San Francisco Department of Public Health ( Asian Liver Center at Stanford University ( AsianWeek Foundation

www.sfhepbfree.org
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