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Testing 200,000 adult Asian Pacific Americans for a silent killer in two years: That’s the goal of the San Francisco Hep B Free campaign. Hepatitis B represents the greatest health disparity between Asians and non-Asians. 80 percent of liver cancer in Asians and Pacific Islanders is caused by hepatitis B. APIs are 100 times more likely to be infected and four times more likely to die from liver cancer, compared with the general population. 
Hep B is known as the silent killer because it does not immediately progress to liver disease. In fact, although infection often occurs during birth, liver cancer usually does not develop until the ages of 35 to 65, mostly among males at their peak productivity and responsibilities as family members. 
But there is a way to prevent infection through a safe and effective vaccine hailed as the first ever anti-cancer weapon. 
Armed with this vaccine, there is also a growing movement to free all of San Francisco from this potentially deadly disease. 
Mayor Gavin Newsom has declared that he wants San Francisco to be a national model in developing a coordinated plan to fight hepatitis B. San Francisco Public Health Director Mitch Katz has stated that eliminating hepatitis B from San Francisco is achievable, comparing it to the successful fight to eradicate small pox. Dr. Edward Chow and his Health Commission colleagues and the S.F. Board of Supervisors have endorsed this crusade to rid San Francisco of hepatitis B. Likewise, community groups like Asian American veterans are acting with urgency. 
Assemblywoman Fiona Ma is leading the SF Hep B Free campaign as honorary chair, and has introduced AB 158 to fight hepatitis B statewide. The SF Hep B Free campaign is working with over 100 groups in the Asian Pacific American and healthcare communities. The steering committee is made up of the S.F. Department of Public Health, the Asian Liver Center at Stanford University and the AsianWeek Foundation. 
While the challenge is daunting, the potential for victory is even greater to liberate San Francisco of hepatitis B. This campaign is about involving all San Franciscans. We commend all individuals, public officials, community groups, hospitals and healthcare organizations for their efforts, and will be closely monitoring their progress
